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Abstract  

This study examines poverty alleviation through entrepreneurship 
education for sustainable development. It x-rays entrepreneurship and 
entrepreneurship education as means of eradicating poverty in Nigeria. 
Managing entrepreneurship education in poverty alleviation for 
sustainable development as well as the challenges and futurology of 
entrepreneurship education were also discussed. The paper concludes 
that as entrepreneurship education is a veritable tool for poverty 
alleviation in Nigeria, it is expected that the Nigerian educational 
system should rise up to the challenges of equipping the youths with the 
skills for self employment in view of the economic meltdown ravaging 
the nation. It was recommended that entrepreneurship education 
should be incorporated in the school’s curricula. This will go a long 
way to enable the students acquire basic entrepreneurial skills for self 
reliance so as to tackle the problem of unemployment in the society 
today. 
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All over the world, investment in education is a critical component of National 
development efforts. Quality education is fundamental to the construction of knowledge 
in all nations. In the light of this, the society today depends increasingly on knowledge 
through education. Supporting this, Iheonunekwu (2003) states that education remains 
the only key that unlocks development. Logically the quality of education an individual 
receives determines the extent of his usefulness to himself and the society. Education is 
a major weapon for the eradication of unemployment, poverty and ignorance. A 
developing country like Nigeria looks forward to such advancement as a means of 
alleviating poverty and achieving better quality of life of her citizens. The rate of 
unemployment in Nigeria is alarming of about 21.2% especially among youths and 
graduates of ages between 18 and 34, many of whom have substantial education. These 
people are not employed because of lack of adequate skills to enable them be innovative 
and creative to fit in into the labour market. Poverty is a complex issue that lends itself 
to many definitions. Oxford Advanced Learners Dictionary defines it as a “state of 
being poor” Etuk (2005) viewed it as a life condition where the income accrued to an 
individual or family cannot adequately meet their basic needs. Poverty alleviation is 
then an issue that has grabbed centre stage attention in most nations; the problems 
associated with it necessitated the adoption of the Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG’s) projects by the United Nations where countries were urged to practically work 
towards achieving them by the year 2015. The international attention and concern being 
accorded to poverty and its alleviation rose from the ripple effects of poverty on 
development economies. When in September 2000,189 countries including 147 heads 
of state met to declare the project where hunger was identified as the first menace to be 
tackled and alleviated. (http://mdgs.un.org unsd 12/7/2008). In 1990, more than 
1.2billion people about 28percent of the developing world were found to live in abject 
poverty, they lived on less than one dollar per day. (http://www.un.org.millenum 
declaration 6/8/2007).  
 

Poverty can be alleviated through the development of entrepreneurship skills 
such as creativity, knowledge, expertise, experiences, confidence and courage. This 
education enhances the entrepreneurship mechanisms like creation of business skills, 
self enhancement and development, behavioural and attitudinal training, facilitation of 
access to finance and creating the enabling environment for business networking 
opportunities. Since education is considered as a veritable tool for poverty alleviation, 
there is then urgent need for quality education specifically entrepreneurship education 
which will help in the creation of jobs and wealth. Ughamadu (2009) added that no 
matter the level at which one drops out of  school, if he is properly managed and 
directed, he or she can still acquire the necessary skills that will enable him or her face 
the challenges in the world of work. Entrepreneurship education is simply the ability to 
create and develop something tangible through the acquisition of necessary skills and 
knowledge that will enable an individual to be self reliant and at the same time create 
opportunities for others to be employed in order to make ends meet. The graduates and 
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youths who have been equipped further are encouraged to embrace self employment 
and overtime they become employers of labour. This goes a long way to alleviate 
poverty which in turn leads to sustainable development of the nation. Sustainability has 
to do with continuity, which is the ability to maintain something without collapsing 
over a long period of time while development on the other hand centers on improving 
the overall well being of people in a given society or environment with regards to 
quality education, health, general living standards and the likes. Sustainable 
development is therefore conceived as general improvement in peoples’ standard of 
living which can be maintained for many generations. From the foregoing it is believed 
that the inculcation of entrepreneurial skills in individuals will help them to be self 
employed which goes a long way to alleviate poverty. 
 
Entrepreneurship and Entrepreneurship Education 

Entrepreneurship has to do with the acquisition of skills, creativity, confidence 
and courage in order to create employment and wealth for oneself and others. It 
involves exploring, setting up of a business enterprise and then nurturing it to success 
(Patrick 2006). It is therefore a subtle force that challenges the society through marginal 
changes and skills with the combination of the other three factors of production (land, 
labour and reproducible capital) to produce goods and services for the members of the 
society. Entrepreneurship education embraces all formal and informal training 
processes intended to create the enabling environment to facilitate the development of 
relevant entrepreneurial skills, attitudes, orientations, experiences and values for 
successful business, economic growth and overall socio-political, educational, scientific 
and cultural development of man and the society at large. Here entrepreneurship 
education becomes imperative in order to enable people make worthwhile living by 
eradicating poverty. Kaegon (2009) contended that entrepreneurship education is 
expected to offer functional education for the youths so as to enable them be self reliant 
and self employed, offer the graduates the adequate training that will enable them be 
creative and innovative in identifying novel business opportunities. She also observes 
that it also sets to offer them adequate training in skill acquisition that will enable them 
meet the manpower needs of the society as well as eradicate poverty that equally leads 
to a sustainable development. It also stimulates the individuals, economic growth and 
development of rural and less developed areas and inculcates the spirit of perseverance 
in the youths which will enhance their persistence in any business venture they embark 
on. 
 
Managing Entrepreneurship Education for Poverty Alleviation in Nigeria 

          Efforts have been made by various governments to tackle the growing rate of 
poverty in the country through job creation and facilitation of various qualitative and 
quantitative mechanisms to empower the youth. Qualitative mechanisms are Operation 
Feed the nation, Green Revolution, Better Life Programmes, NAPEP, School to land, 
Family Support Programme, Agricultural Development Programme (ADP), and 
National Directorate for employment (NDE). Then quantitatively the programmes 
include free and compulsory primary education, abolition of school fees at secondary 
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level, scholarship schemes by both the government and NGO’s and so on (Patrick 
2006). The question here is, how far have these schemes gone in alleviating poverty in 
Nigeria? The answer is “minimally” This is done in comparison to the over 65million 
people in Nigeria who are living below one dollar per day. Patrick (2006) observed that 
over 8 million children do not have access to education and over half of the population 
dwelling in abject poverty. 
 

In recent times, other initiatives have been introduced as poverty alleviation 
strategies such as entrepreneurship education. This education eradicates poverty by 
inculcating entrepreneurial skills for small scale businesses. The trainees are equipped 
with the skills through formal training programmes that facilitate self employment and 
the development of income generating skills which practically alleviate poverty. This 
education also gives the recipients the opportunity of being self reliant and job creators 
that generally bring about the eradication of poverty both for the individual and the 
society. Osaat (2009) contended that it is pertinent to develop an entrepreneurial skill 
that can eradicate poverty in Nigeria therefore investment in human capital should be 
accorded a high priority. Anyaogu (2009) opined that entrepreneurship education 
should be fully incorporated in the schools’ curricula at all levels. In addition to 
classroom instructions, real application and involvement of students in entrepreneurship 
activities in the school setting would leave concrete impressions and understanding of 
entrepreneurship skills on the students. Repositioning this to realize better management 
of entrepreneurship education, there should be outdoor business services to the public 
but managed by the students and supervised by their teachers or lecturers from their 
departments. She also notes that with the students seeing how money is realized, profits 
made and earmarking certain percentage to themselves will motivate them to go into 
entrepreneurship on graduation. More importantly, the institutions can run 
entrepreneurial businesses using large scale participation of students as the workforce. 
Hence, they are trained for the skills to become part of them. 
 
Entrepreneurship Education and Sustainable Development 

Sustainable development cannot be attained or poverty level reduced by the 
year 2015 if high unemployment rate persists the way it is in Nigeria today. The 
unabated social vices such as armed robbery, militancy, fraudulence, kidnapping and so 
on call for urgent incorporation and application of well structured and focused 
curriculum package on entrepreneurship education. Okorji, Nwogbo and Amadi (2009) 
observed that an understanding of this concept brings about the fact that its relevance 
cannot be over emphasized especially in this era of global recession and perennial 
unemployment problems. The clarion call for sustainable development has been taken 
up all over the world by all and sundry, hence the untiring fight to meet up with the 
MDG programme of poverty alleviation by the year 2015. They also maintain that our 
society needs many different support systems for it to function and grow effectively. It 
appears that the future prosperity of the Nigerian nation depends on her ability to 
encourage a wide and diverse talent pool with an entrepreneurial mindset and providing 
the skills to succeed, prosper and compete in today’s economic conditions. To achieve 
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this, we must see entrepreneurship education as central in the agenda for sustainable 
development. Iheononekwu (2003) added that as sustainable development implies 
constant and steady economic growth as a result of acquisition of knowledge and skills 
used for solving traditional problems that add value to lives and put in place 
programmes, human resource, and fiscal policies that will turnaround the general 
quality of lives, governance, economic growth and social cohesion. Entrepreneurship 
education proactively prepares learners for an unpredictable world and can help to 
overcome dependence and hopelessness. This will also stimulate the emergence of an 
enterprising culture that values creativity and self sufficiency. Entrepreneurship 
education equally helps to alleviate the poverty level by providing employment in both 
rural and urban areas of Nigeria by equipping adults for setting up and running small 
scale businesses effectively.  

 
Igu, Ogba and Ominiyi (2009) supported the above by adding that 

entrepreneurship education increases human resource capacity of the country. This is 
because the youth will be equipped with the requisite knowledge, creative skills and 
expertise needed in the various sectors of the economy. Thus, bridging the quest to hire 
professionals from other countries and some of them may be mere technicians, yet they 
are hired and are highly paid. Entrepreneurship has never been as important as it is 
today that the world is confronted with a big challenge of global economic recession. 
They also maintain that this education is seen as a tremendous force that can have big 
societal impact in nation’s building by fueling innovations, employment generation, 
social development and unimaginably reducing the poverty rate of a country to the 
barest minimum. 
 
Challenges and Futurology of Entrepreneurship Education in Poverty Alleviation 
for Sustainable Development:          

        The Challenge of Incorporating and Implementing Entrepreneurship Education in 
the School’s Curricula - Our biggest challenge about entrepreneurship education for 
sustainable development is how to translate theories into practical realities in the lives 
of people. Within the framework of education for sustainable development, reorienting 
existing educational programme, demands, reordering and revising educational 
curricula to include a clear focus on the development of the knowledge, perspectives, 
skills and values that are related to sustainability. This according to United Nations 
Education Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (2003) implies a review of 
existing curricula in terms of their objectives and contents to develop interdisciplinary 
understanding of social, economic and environmental sustainability. UNESCO further 
calls for a review of recommended, approach to teaching, learning and assessment so 
that lifelong learning skills are fostered. Such skills are the skills for creative, critical 
thinking, oral communication, collaboration, cooperation, conflict management, 
decision making, use of appropriate information communication technology (ICT) and 
practical citizenship. What the foregoing suggests is the urgent need for curricula 
review to respond adequately to the challenges of entrepreneurship education reducing 
the rate at which masses are encapsulated by poverty. This when achieved will help to 
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maintain a sustainable development. UNESCO (2003) also stressed that the curricula 
should be more practically oriented with clear guidelines for teacher activities and 
student’s experiences. This will in no small measure help in the production of craftsmen 
and master craftsmen who after graduation would be able to access micro credit 
facilities and set up their own small scale businesses that will be centered on the skills 
they have acquired through entrepreneurship education. This will help in poverty 
alleviation and will enhance sustainable development 

           
The Challenge of Basic Infrastructure   - Iheonunekwu (2003) felt that infrastructure 
is an important aspect of production that enhances sustainable development. The 
educational sector has to be affected by the infrastructural decadence particularly in 
technologically oriented areas. Most of Nigerian schools are in a sorry state 
characterized by dilapidated structures, overcrowded classrooms, unavailability of basic 
teaching and learning materials with the exception of few elite schools in urban areas. 
Students are made to learn under ill equipped conditions that do not foster creativity as 
demanded by entrepreneurship education which in turn accounts for poverty alleviation 
for sustainable development.  Erwat, Isah and Fabunmi (2009) asserted that Nigeria is 
faced with great challenges in the recent past resulting in bureaucracy and 
infrastructural decay. This has affected education and its quality. As a way out, 
privatization and liberalization of education are encouraged. They also maintain that 
educational facilities should be improved and enhanced in order to facilitate the 
acquisition of entrepreneurship skills. All deteriorating school plants should be in good 
condition and make the environment conducive for practical teaching. This will help 
them cope with the demands of the world of work and to build necessary technical 
skills demanded by the job. 

            
The Challenge of Unstable Political Situation in Relationship to Educational 
Policies - Political instability in Nigeria makes policy continuity almost an exception 
rather than a rule. Policies seem to come and go with the government that enunciated 
them. Unless a country stabilizes democratically, it might be loosing out in the efforts to 
use entrepreneurship education to promote sustainable development. In support of this, 
Erwat et al emphasize that unstable political system characterized with poor democratic 
ideas hardly gains international sympathy or does it receive aid which can foster 
educational development. Nigeria needs a stable and sustainable development through 
poverty alleviation. Absence of democracy was a major contributor to impoverishing 
the citizens of many countries. Most Nigerians are yet to adopt the current global 
initiative of education for self reliance which is attained through the inculcation of skills 
for the establishment of small and medium scale enterprises. These are got through 
entrepreneurship education. People will be economically engaged in activities that 
benefit them, their families and communities in general. There should be policies that 
ban imported goods in preference to the exportation of locally made ones, this can help 
launch Nigeria products into foreign markets thereby boosting foreign exchange 
earnings and at the same time reducing poverty rate that leads to improved and 
sustained development.  
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The Challenge of Funding – Another challenge facing entrepreneurship education and 
poverty alleviation for sustainable development in Nigeria is poor funding of the 
educational system. Poor fiscal allocation to the educational sector which has not 
conformed to the UNESCO standards of allocating 26 percent of the total National 
budget to education was always insufficient. This has been a major reason for industrial 
actions in Nigerian tertiary institutions. For entrepreneurship education to be highly 
effective in Nigeria, it requires the provision of training tools, equipment and 
professional instructors with good technical and pedagogical skills. This instructor’s 
training equipment and tools are not got easily and are expensive. Ughamadu (2009) 
emphasized that the growth of small and medium scale enterprises in Nigeria has been 
slowed down because the established community and micro finance banks have been 
adversely affected by the economic meltdown and international crises in the global oil 
sector. These banks are on distress and this is affecting Nigeria and the entrepreneurship 
education since the national votes for education cannot be realized and spent as 
envisaged. Therefore, there is need for adequate funding. To do this the training 
institutions should liaise with relevant agencies such as National Directorate for 
Employment (NDE), National Economic Empowerment Development Strategy 
(NEEDS) and other private and public resources for entrepreneurship education to be 
fully adopted for the alleviation of poverty in Nigeria society. 
 
Conclusion 

The prevalent rate of poverty in less developed countries of the world has 
drawn sufficient attention to form a main issue of discussion at both National, 
International and political fora. This paper sees entrepreneurship education as a 
veritable tool for the eradication of poverty in Nigeria It is expected that the Nigerian 
educational system should rise up to the challenges of equipping the youths with skills 
for self employment in view of the economic meltdown ravaging the nation. With the 
above there is need for the incorporation of entrepreneurship education in schools. A 
critical look at the Nigerian educational system shows a remarkable preference for 
academic and paper qualifications at the expense of adequate practical skills that are 
acquired through entrepreneurship education. This has culminated into ugly experiences 
of roaming the streets after graduation looking for white collar jobs while the employers 
of labour complain of lack of required manpower with relevant skills for employment. 
To be successful in the inculcation of entrepreneurship education for sustainable 
development there is need to identify the linkages between the principles of 
sustainability and long term economic and political well being of the nation. These are 
sure ways of alleviating poverty in Nigeria.   
 
The Way Forward 
The following if adhered strictly to, will help to alleviate poverty in Nigeria. 
1    For job creation to be possible in our polity, youths with adequate skills  must 

be encouraged to be investing in their talents to achieve self reliance. 
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2    Entrepreneurship education should be incorporated in the schools curricula.  
This will go a long way to ensuring that the students acquire basic  
entrepreneurial skills, creativity and innovations for self reliance and self 
employment  to tackle the problem of unemployment in the society.  

 
3    Staff of the right quality and quantity should be selected for holistic and 

functional entrepreneurship programmes. 
 
4    Government and other stakeholders in education should provide adequate  

funds, resources and enabling environment for entrepreneurship education to  
fully take place. 

 
5. There should be orientation programmes for both the teachers and the students 

to embrace the urgent need for entrepreneurship education in schools. 
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